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Phone Conversation with Mrs. Charlene Fitzsimmons of East Long Branch 

Avenue, Ooean Gate, New Jersey 
Telephone: 201/ 341-0269 . . 

^ '^JLA^cAaato^oI ^ 

Mrs. Fitzsimmons recalled that she had had an extensive 
conversation with her husband, Robert, at the time he had received 
my latter of inquiry about Underhill. They were in Benidorm, Spain 
a ^. th ® J 1 ” 6 ® nd following the conversation, Fitzsimmons wrote me the 
attaohed letter (dated Sun. June 21). To refresh Mrs. Fitzsimmons 
memory 1 read her the parts dealing with her alleged conversation 
witjt the deceased. She concurred w ith everything read to he r, save 

|i£f Jf® ref9r Sf£® t0 ? arootica mad ® in paragraph 4 of the letter. 

IShe did say, It may have been that he mentioned narcotics, but I 

f f un . n0 jL 3ur ®» l t; haa f®® 11 30 lQ ng» However, he did mention that cer- 
makin^mfi!!* **" lndividuals ware dealing in arms and gun-run ning^ and 

«v ( .if-»s MXa /^ tZ ! tBm0na ! aid of Underhill, “He seemed terribly scared, 
excited and unstrung and went on and on. He kept repeating that he 

so^th-i be0n drlak *f£* 1 thought that he was hysterical, paranoid or 
something. I mentioned that we were oatohing a freighter to Spain 
and ha aald h. would probably hava to doth, aaua, to gei out o? 
the country. It became clear to me that he was really soar ed." 

. , ? told Mrs. Fitzsimmons that she would probably be directly 

of° hiA 0 l ^ ln fc S 6 fUtU1>0 t0ld her 1 " ould 3 ® nd h9r a ooJy 

of this memorandum. For your purposes, I believe, you are safe in 
using all of the information in Fitzsimmon's letter to me of June 
cilst, save for the reference to narcotios, although you might ev»n 
use that with Mrs. Fitzsimaga'S qualification. b 



. Later, I spoke with Jones Harris and gave him your number in 
Washington. He said he would call you right away and tell you all 

He £Suld W ™? I? hi ® with B^® 3 a* d the medical student. 

He could not recall the student's name either. Jones again oointed 

ou something I had forgotten, i. e. that Brynes had walked into Under- 
hill s room a day or so earlier and had seen the body in the identical 

that Underh-m 8 ln a* a* 1 ® £ ime ° f hla 3ec0nd visit' when he determined 
fwnSw? 1 ! 1 T®! dead * Brynes told.flflnaa Underhill was shot 

Sferniigh A ha , frqm left to r i gln, an u cnat the mm iiV7TS~?.~T--R5- 

reffjinf beLd^fcff 5 ^ 11 tb,lt «... 
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•;S" Ivotes on J. Garrett Underhill, suicide victim of May 8,1964 where 
it is suspected by Ramparts magazine that he knew facts about the 
Kennedy assassination that have never been revealed. 

Asher Brynes, editor at N.R., a heart victim, apparently was a friend 
who saw him dead with n medical student present. Asher Brynes address 
is iyvJp 50th st. nw. and number, HU 3-7796. 

Brynes claims Underhill was a brilliant, though minor, tactician, 
a specialist in small arms, and had a profound analytical mind that was 
given to working out problems on paper, that his theories were often 
orupnal and provocative, but that when it came to proving them he was 
at a loss. They were not the sort of presumptions that on their' face 
would nave stood up in court. "The stuff was always in flux," according 
to Brynes, wno was a friend from the late 1950 's. 6 

/^ nu Underhill, at the time of his death, was a 

Charles J.V. Murphy, military affairs writer for Fortune 7^5518 said 

nave been largely responsible for the reportage at Life and Luce's 
views on the Second World War and Korean War. H f knew quite a fe£ of 
aiis in Washington and N. Y . and was a friend at one time of 
-ummings , Jiead_ of Jhter armco , the CI3T a nas Br oker in Alexandria , 7a . ; 

£°a t J i f 1 relatioasSi P» hut it broke - Off at some point, 
i Axso said that Underhill was a government intelligence agennt during 
,«or.i.d War II, but knew of no employment by the CIA in the 1960s 

Brynes also says the Washington police bungled the investigation of 
jn erhill 3 death and "that if you could not believe they were so stupid 
... j ax ..ignt think there was some other reason for it.*' He accepts the suicide, 
t : u ,° oays that others have tried to investigate the death, among them 
■-■onn Wellington Donovan. Brynes was the one who found Underhill's body, 
uuu say® tnere were probably good reasons for suicide, since he had 
nome personal difficulties, including the fact that he and his wife had 
Parted a year earlier. 

As to theories about Kennedy, Brynes does not remember any of Underhill's 
accounts precisely, but says that his reasoning was based on deductive 
i-ogic irons the press accounts, and that as h* far as he knows, he had no 
-loser connection to the crime than the newspapers like everydme else, 
r .irther, says Brynes, Underhill left nothing in writing on the subject 
us tar a® he can tell, so tha only conclusions that can be drawn, in the 
aoasnce of writing, would have to come from someone who heard the story 
o.l tne assassination from him and has it clearly in mind. This leaves**^ 

:: h ? ;ff Stl0 V h ? ther there ar ® P ap * ra on the subject in his estate, over J 
.•< .icn his wife has control. But she is not talking. 
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